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1. Investigation and research in the development of petroleum and coal under the 
Tito Five Year plan are presently headed by Dr* Vasilej Simic, Chief of the 
Geological Institute in Belgrade. Simla is about 40 years old and before the 
war was an assistant at the University of Belgrade. He is new a member of the 
Cooiamist Party. His main assistant is Maj. Dragotin ftrohoh Chief of the 

G eo-Fhysios Section of the Military Geographies! Institute in Belgrade* The 
present shortage of trained and experience geologists and geo-physicists in 
Yugoslavia, however, greatly complicates Dr. Slade* s and Maj. Present task. 

2. Petroleum; 

Production before World War II was very limited in Yugoslavia and did not 
exceed 1000 tons a year, getroleum wells in S e Xnica (16^3*15" E x 46°29*30 B H 
of Gr.). and Peklenioa (16 28*30 w x 46°29 , 45” H. of Gr.). were exploited by 
the Kedj-traurje P©trol Company which was owned by foreign capital. Since 1000 
ton pre-war yearly production was only about one per cent of Yugoslavia^ dom- 
estic needs, tho Valance had to be imported. In 1939 the Germans, whose 611 
experts were personally known to Dragotin Proa on. obtained permission from the 
Yugoslav government to investigate «*nd exploit the 4000 square krlaneter areas 
south of the Drava river, whioh included the areas of Lendava ar< Uedjimirje 
(sic) in the vicinity of Cakovec end llursko-S re disco. Thus Getmn capital 
controlled the Yugoslav companies of Panoni ja. Uljevik and Bitumen* Through 
this manipulation, the Germans also gained control of the Bujavica area, 
near Liplk (17* 02*45” B x 4^ 26*00" U of Or.) in C.tidtia njhioh B 5noe 1920 
had been used by the Yugoslavs to extract methane gas. 

3 . By means of their investigations. '*erman occupation autnorities vere able to 
extract 7000 tons of petroleum during 1944. After the German arris tioe in 
1945. and because of the general disorder in Yugoslavia, the pet: oleum pro- 
duction dropped to 2000 tons in 1946. B. Androjev. present Yugc lav nrfyrfTi g 
Minister has been reported to have stated officially, however. tJ at the Yugo- 
slav petroleum production in 1947 would reach a total of 15.000 Ions, and in 
accordance with the Five Year plan by 1951 should reach a yearly production of 
600.000 tons. 


4 . Broad tertiary veins leading from Slovenia to the Rumanian border show definite 
traces of oil deposits and mo thane gas at the Prekmur je. Podravj<ns (sic) and 
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2'oslavlna-Pozega aroas, vMoh include the pits at 2'i "leuska, Oojilo, rgljcnik, 
Bujavica, Fovskn, Garuvar. The nountain areas in 2'ajevica and Crmnica in 
the vicinity of Tuzla, Bosnia, as well as the vicinity of Aleks ina c, ITisava 
and Pi rot, BorMa, show signs of stoatito and bituminous voins which are 
indications of oil deposits. 


The following areas havo been investigated and developed previous to the 
Five Year plan* 

a) The Ilikleuska (16°42«40" Ii x 45°33'00" K of Or.) oil pits which were first 
developed in 1890, wero drilled during ','orlc. '.'.'ar II by (Jenson oil exports. 
Also at the same time, they investigated the oil pits in the village of 
Uljanik, 16 Milometers ST? of Boruvar, which is one of the oldest Yugoslav oil 
pits from which the village derived its name (Uljet oil). 

b) The mountain region, Uajevioa, north of Tuzla, containing oil was investi- 
gated during the summer of 1940 by a gravi-mefcrioal group of the Military 
(Jeographioal Institute of Belgrade under the direction of Prosen. They 
could not complete their studies and findings, however, because of the 
outbreak of the (Jerman-Yugoslav war on 6 April 1941. Gravi -metrical 
details by which structure of tho earth layers wero determined woro later 
forwarded and assembled for the "administration of the Yugoslav Stato 
’onopoliCi * and for the ”2' ini a try of Forestry and Tinas". This survey 
v/as executed with the help of torsional scales and Stcrnek's pe ndulum . 

o) During /or Id ..aril, Gorman oxports undortook gravi -metrical surveys in the 
vicinity of Ilovska but did not start oxperinontal drilling. This area is 
of the same geological structure as the ground in Tikleuska, Gujilo and 
Bujavioa. 

d) In 1933, Teslio (fnu), a Yugoslav industrialist, discovered methane gas in 
the vicinity of 3isak near Caprag, Croatia, which since then has been 
exploited. 

e) Preliminary research before ./or Id '.Var II located petroleum deposits in the • 
Brim Valley between D e bar and Ohrid. This area, cla 3 e to the Albanian 
border and believed to be connected with the Albanian oil areas, is also 
included in the Five Year oil and methane research plan. 

Yugoslav oil exports are very skeptical about tho anticipated production of 
500,000 tons of oil by 1951 because of the present difficulty in obtaining 
technical facilities like drilling machinery, etc.. Furthermore, the oil 
ro finery near the Tezno Aircraft wictory at Taribor which operated during V/ or 1 d 
Vfar II is now produoing only 1000 tons of fuel per year. The R erase. oil refin- 
ery)®* Flume, which is at present considered one of the largest in Yugoslavia, 
was' 70fJ destroyed during the German evacuation. Although it has gradually been 
repaired, the Distillation Department just began operating in January 1947, 
and the Pressure Distillation Section on 1 July 1947. According to future plans 
the Foma a Refinery is scheduled to roach its pro -war capacity on 1 January 
1948 in spite of tho fact that it is not completely reconstructed as yet. The 
Tito Ive Yoar plan anticipates an inoreaso of 50,000 tons, or 10# increase 
in Fans a Refinery’s pre-war production. Furthermore, construction of refin- 
eries plamod within this period might inoreaso Yugoslav oil production on add- 
itional 200,000 tons, which would make its total production 300,000 but most 
certainly not 500,000 as anticipated by B. Androjev. 
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